
 
 

 

Corner Therapeutics hires innate immunity pioneer Jonathan Kagan as 
Distinguished Scientist to drive immunotherapy innovation 

 

 

Watertown, MA, January 13, 2025: Corner Therapeutics, an immunotherapy company 

pioneering novel approaches to cancer and infection, today announced that Scientific Co-

founder and Board Member Jonathan Kagan, Ph.D. will join the company, serving in the unique 

role of Distinguished Scientist.  In this role, Kagan will lead preclinical discovery and platform 

development programs and collaborate with the senior team on clinical development, including 

the development of a novel mRNA immunotherapy for HPV-induced cancers. Kagan will 

continue to lead and expand upon existing strategic partnerships with the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation as well as cancer and infectious-disease focused biopharma companies. 

 

Steven Altschuler, Chief Executive Officer of Corner, notes “Jon is a visionary scientist, whose 

world-renowned lab has pioneered the molecular analysis of innate immunity, an area that lies 

at the very center of immunotherapy development.  His unique perspectives on immune system 

operation have changed our understanding of host defense, and we look forward to leveraging 

his expertise to accelerate our programs that aim to ensure lifelong immunity”.  

 

Said Kagan: “While the last decade demonstrated the value of T cell centric treatments for 

cancer, the next decade will herald the age of innate immunotherapies.  I am thrilled to be 

joining Corner at such an exciting time for the field, and look forward to working with their world 

class scientists to accelerate product development.”  

 

Kagan co-founded Corner Therapeutics in 2019 with the goal of developing immunotherapies 

through the exquisite control of the innate immune system.  Based on Professor Kagan’s 

research, Corner’s mRNA-based and dendritic cell hyperactivating platforms instruct the innate 

immune system to engineer its own long-lived, disease-fighting T cells.  Kagan will maintain his 

lab and current positions at Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School.   

 

Last year, Corner launched its $54 million Series A investment round. The company now 

partners with leading biopharma companies and nonprofits including the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation to fully realize the protective promise of both therapeutic and preventative vaccines. 

 

About Corner Therapeutics, Inc.  

Corner Therapeutics is the immunotherapy company unlocking lifelong protection from cancer 

and infectious diseases. Using its novel dendritic cell stimuli platforms, Corner teaches the 

immune system to engineer its own long-lived, disease-fighting T cells. Corner’s technology 

solves the “last mile” problem that has kept researchers from achieving the holy grails of 

medicine: therapeutic cancer and infectious disease vaccines that provide life-long immunity. 

With its antigen-agnostic platform, Corner is revolutionizing care for an exceptionally wide range 

of cancers and infectious diseases. The company has received funding from leading 

https://cornertx.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Corner-Series-A.pdf


 
organizations like the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and partners with prominent biopharma 

companies to fully realize the protective promise of both therapeutic and preventative vaccines.  

 

For more information about Corner Therapeutics, visit https://cornertx.com/ 

 

Disclosures: Dr. Kagan and Boston Children’s Hospital are equity holders in Corner 

Therapeutics. 
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